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been a great charm for me in this union of high
refinement with simplicity. That surely was
not an unpolished people whose sovereigns
required no aid from pomp in order to retain
respect; and whose villagers, shepherds, and
fishermen could appreciate the poetry of Homer,
as they sat in a circle around the wandering
minstrel.

Our dinner over, we flung our pine cones on
th# fire, and, by its genial light, passed hour
after hour in animated converse. Tho state
and prospects of the country wore our chief
theme, and fortunate I thought myself in
having met one so well qualified, both by ability
and by his peculiar opportunities, to give me
information. Large, indeed, and various are
the interests which attach themselves to the
political well-being of this Utfclo kingdom, which
has so lately added, not only a new member,
but a new raco to the family of European
nation I must not, however, occupy your
attention with a subject so complicated, and,
above all, so constautly varying, as that of